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IGOR I SIKORSKY MEMORIAL AIRPORT (BDR)

RUNWAY 11-29 SAFETY AREA IMPROVEMENTS
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA)

Public Information Meeting
January 20, 2022



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

ASK A QUESTION (upper right corner)
“Click Q&A icon & “Ask a Question”

SUBMIT COMMENTS ONLINE AT:

www.planBDRairport.com
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Airport Manager: Michelle.Muoio@bridgeportct.gov
203-576-8163
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TODAY’S AGENDA
 Environmental Assessment (EA) Process

 Roles & Responsibilities

 Airport Background

 Purpose & Need

 Sponsor's Proposed Action

 Alternatives Overview

 Environmental Studies

 Next Steps

 Comments
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WHAT’S THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING?
 Learn about the safety improvements proposed for Runway 11-29

 Learn about the Environmental Assessment (EA) process

 Learn about some of the on-going studies

 Collect & address comments
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT
 Signed into federal law in 1970

 Only applies to “federal actions”, which can be
projects,  policies, permitting, and licensing

 What’s a federal action?
 Approval of an Airport Layout Plan
 New or revised air traffic procedures
 Grant funding under the Airport

Improvement Program (AIP)
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WHAT’S AN ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT?
 Concise document
describing a project’s
potential impact
 Satisfies compliance
with the NEPA
 Process Oriented
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ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
 City of Bridgeport – Airport sponsor
 Responsible for development of EA (via Consultant)
 Must obtain environmental approval prior to applying for

federal assistance for design and construction

 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) – Lead federal agency
 Oversight during process
 Reviews documentation & regulatory agency/public comments
 Issues environmental finding
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GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS: A NATIONAL ASSET
 Four categories of GA Airports
 National – Provides communities with access to national

and international markets
 Regional – Connects communities to statewide and

interstate markets
 Local – Provides access primarily to intrastate and some

interstate markets
 Basic – supports activities such as emergency service,

charter service, cargo operations, flight training, and
personal flying

 BDR is a National General Aviation Airport!
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KEY AIRPORT
FEATURES

• Property Encompasses Approximately
750 acres

• Two Active Runways
• Nine Designated Taxiways
• 149 Based Aircraft
• Hangars and Parking Aprons
• 11 Major Tenants
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RUNWAY 11-29
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 Longest Runway at 4,761’ x 150’

 Preferred runway for noise
abatement

 Deteriorating pavement
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AIRCRAFT TYPES AT BDR
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C-II
Bombardier Challenger

Gulfstream 450

B-II
King Air 200

Citation X

A-I
Piper Cherokee

Cessna 150

C-III
Gulfstream 550
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PURPOSE & NEED
 Purpose for the Project: Provide a runway that complies with
FAA design standards to the extent practicable while maintaining
existing runway length

 Need(s) for the project:
 Provide Standard Runway Safety Areas (RSA)
 Eliminate obstructions to approach surfaces
 Reduce wildlife attractants
 Maintain existing runway length

 Master Plan & Airport Layout Plan (ALP) - 2021
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WHAT IS A RUNWAY SAFETY AREA?
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 Area surrounding runway to reduce risk
of injury to people or aircraft if there is
an excursion from the runway, and overrun,
or underrun.

 FAA standards
 Clear and graded with no surface variations
 Properly drained to prohibit standing water
 Capable of supporting emergency vehicles
 Free of objects
 Extends 1,000’ beyond runway ends
 250’ off runway centerline (500’ wide)



ELIMINATE NON-STANDARD RSA
 Purpose for the Project: Safety!
 Provide a runway that complies with FAA design standards to the

extent practicable while maintaining existing runway length
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ELIMINATE OBSTRUCTIONS
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OTHER NEEDS

 Maintain existing runway length
 Reduce existing wildlife attractants
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SPONSOR’S PROPOSED ACTION
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RUNWAY 11-29 ALTERNATIVES
 Preliminary alternatives developed using FAA
Order 5200.8: Runway Safety Area Program
 Construct a traditional RSA
 Relocation, shifting, or realigning the runway
 Reduction in runway length
 A combination of relocation, shifting,

realignment, or reduction in length
 Declared distances
 Engineered Materials Arresting System

(EMAS)
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ALTERNATIVE 1: CONSTRUCT STANDARD RSA
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ALTERNATIVE 2: RELOCATE OR REALIGN

Confined by the surrounding residential area to
the south (Lordship neighborhood)

Commercial and industrial development to the
north, east, and west

 Sensitive environmental areas
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ALTERNATIVE 3: REDUCE RUNWAY LENGTH

 Reduce the runway length

 To obtain standard RSA beyond the runway ends for takeoff -
3,761 feet.

 Any reduction in the existing length of 4,761 feet was considered
not feasible

 Runway length requirement at BDR is 5,700’
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ALTERNATIVE 4: DECLARED DISTANCES
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ALTERNATIVE 5: INSTALL EMAS
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ALTERNATIVE 6: NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE

 Serves as a baseline to compare future conditions and
impacts

 Considers taking no action for improving the safety areas
on Runway 11-29

 Non-standard runway safety areas off the ends and sides
of Runway 11-29 would remain
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ALTERNATIVE SCREENING
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 Level 1: Meets purpose &
need
 Improves existing RSA
 Maintains existing runway

length

 Level 2: Other requirements
 Practicality & feasibility
 Avoid & minimize

environmental impacts



ALTERNATIVE 5A: SHIFT 150’& INSTALL
EMAS
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ALTERNATIVE 5B: SHIFT 300’& INSTALL
EMAS
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
 Air Quality
 Biological Resources
 Federal & state protected plants

& animals

 Climate
 Coastal Resources
 DOT Act, Section 4(f)
 Farmlands
 Hazardous Materials
 Historic & Cultural Resources
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 Land Use

 Natural Resources & Energy Supply

 Noise

 Socioeconomics & Environmental Justice

 Visual Impacts

 Water Resources
 Wetlands
 Floodplains
 Surface Waters
 Ground Water
 Wild & Scenic Rivers



SUPPORTING STUDIES
 Wetland delineations

 Threatened & endangered species surveys

 Archeological investigations

 Construction emissions inventory

 Utilize Part 150 Noise Compatibility Study

 2021 Master Plan Update
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WHAT’S NEXT?
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STUDY WEBSITE
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www.planBDRairport.com



HOW DO I COMMENT?
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Any questions or comments regarding the EA or any of the information discussed today?

PLEASE FILL OUT ONE OF OUR COMMENT FORMS ONLINE!
www.planBDRairport.com

Available for contact anytime:

Michelle Muoio
Igor I. Sikorsky Memorial Airport Manager

203-576-8163
michelle.muoio@bridgeportct.gov

Mark Heckroth, ENV SP
EA Consultant Team Project Manager

216-273-8638
mheckroth@chacompanies.com
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